y WOW Week provides a healthy transition to the demands of a brand new semester. High School .Q
. coursework can prove very challenging to time and intellectual energy: we know that students really
appreciate the mid—year break before leaping into second semesters compressed life timelines. Tts
good occasionally to take a step back and recognize schoolday demands we expect from our DHS

§ teenagers: attendance, homework, quizzes, activities, group projects, social networking, team sports,
performing arts, unit tests, background reading, community service, major tests in April/May/June.
Theres barely enough time to figure out what to wear on relaxed dress code days?!

» Yes, high school is marked by busy-ness. Earning that diploma also proves to be great practice
= for the stuff of real life. No surprise that there is a direct correlation between high school
£ dropouts in the developed world and lack of adult success by almost any measure for those same
| individuals. 1 would offer, however, that the academic knowledge lost when a teen walks away
_ from school is secondary to the formative values our sons and daughters are learning in four years
# of daily schooling. That ig, ‘formation® is likely a greater life lesson than ‘information’.

o Attached to my second gemester list of “information® could be a different set of terms: punctuality,

F44 . getting goals, prioritizing commitments, time management, budgeting. These are the habits of mind

‘-"ﬂ- our returning alumni cite as critical to life success the first year or two beyond grade twelve.

They appreciate that such values were imbedded in daily life at Dhahran High. They notice

?‘_ gignificant numbers of classmates who simply are not ready to handle the freedom associated with

1] a one time reminder from their professor or T.A. that a project involving extensive research is
due one month down the line and can make or break their quarter grade.

K 1‘ Of course you are keenly aware that the work world you brought your children to, however !
‘ recently, has changed dramatically. Tt would come as no surprise that 1 of every 10 jobs anywhere
‘ on the globe will evaporate before you have paid the first semester of university tuition. The irony '
B8, remains that a university education is arguably more important in the coming few years than at
B any time in our lifetimes yet less likely to yield the fruit of dependable employment without solid
L preparation and perseverance.

1 am drawn full circle. Do continue to support and encourage the kind of effort that saw 280
8 of our 440 gtudents achieve honor roll status this past week. And we will continue to commit to
. drawing out all those important preparatory habits mentioned in this Heatwave. It is a key part
S8 of our job to build on those values begun in your families and to keep Dhahran High as your
o8 partner in assuring that ‘students are our highest priority.

iy
05& 0 o Ay
School Principal
-, Lyle V. Porter




















































