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Dear Dhahran High School Families,

"WELCOME" to DHS 2008-09 school year . . . cne decade into the 21st century! To start things off on new beginnings, I've
decided to share with you a look at last August to June with our “Year in Review." Enjoy that reflection on successes we lock
forward to matching and surpassing by June 2009. Then jein with our DHS Staff and student body in ereating ways te
celebrate our 2008 - 09 theme:

FAMILY MATTERS!

The key word operative at Dhahran High for 2007-08 year was “Growth”. We saw a student body move from 330 to 370 1n
one year's time with the major increase talung place at 10th grade. In this, our ninth year, DHS proved in many ways that we
could live up to our 2001 goal of becoming a world class high school

For the seventh straight year, more than 95% of our graduates moved on to colleges and universities. 102 seniors collectively
recerved acceptances to 350 competing umiversities throughout the world. The majority chose US. and Canadian colleges
with a number alse heading to their homeland of Lebancn. For the first time, two graduates — female

sentors by the way —were accepted at the renowned Massachusetts Institute of Technology Whata

surprise, then, when one of the twe turned down M.IT. for her first choice: Johns Hopkins University. F'age 23

Her decision was a good one, based not on reputation or location, but on the best fit for her major. From Guidance
To kack off’ the new school year I asked the faculty to take a lock back and to share with new staff stand E:;n4tf;€h+
out events from "07-'08. The responses reflected our DHS diversity: The birth and success of Table Arnouncements
Tennis as a SAIRAC sport; Speech Contests at scheol leading to a Toastmaster's youth team; Promethean Page 7

Boards in every classroom as a nod to 21st century education; after school Arabic classes for a dozen Welcome Back
faculty taught by Mrs. Beidas; another beautiful Yearboolk, this time focused on “Our Stories”; teachers Dance

hosting our campus custodians with evening meals at our hemes in gratitude for their many services;
Model United WNations in Berlin and Istanbul; Habitat for Humanity in the Phibippines. What else beyond
the regulars: Academy Awards, Prom. National Henor Society, Homeless Night, Athletic Championships (8!)?

INSIDE
THIS

In a year when we made a commitment to bring a strong Theatre program back to the Dhahran campus, ISSU‘E_'

How about THEATRE?!

Mr. Dave Bialik and an eager group of 40 some teens came through with flying colors. “Arsenic and Old Lace
was the highlight achievement, clearing the way in the coming year for the possibility of a grand musical.

And then there were buildings! 'With the help and support of our Board of Trustees, DHS saw the advent of our first
purpose-built classrooms in our young history: three new science rooms, beautifully ocutfitted for student work into the next
few decades - Biclogy, Chemistry, Physics - all with the most modern of science labs. A shared campus project of the air-
conditioned South Gym engineered and constructed around a large outdoor “shade” was a tremendous new asset to our
programs in the land of sun, shade, and more sun. As we grow, we will bmld. 2007-08 proved the start of that future.

All these successes are the result of a fine team of professionals at Dhahran High Scheol, starting with our wonderful
teachers — local and sponsered faculty — and ably complemented by our ::_apabl& efficient office perscnnel. 'We committed
ourselves as a staff long ago to continuous annual improvement. That reflects the theme for 2007-08: “Heve Make a great day”

We are thanlkful that our students, staff, families and Board helped turn those great days into a very fine 2007-08 school year!
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We begin 2008-09 with 147 new students and 426 students overall. Yes we have .grnwnl Now our challenge will be to
continue to grow from within, to become an even better school, to build an even better family.
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E ; elcome Back! It is great to have the hallways buzzing again with
excitement from your sons amd daughters, Two weeks have passed and
students have started settling into their classes. Ninth graders and new
students have figured out the ‘lay of the land’ on campus and where
strange building names such as ‘eafetorium’ are located; returning 10th
graiders are finding that their class size has more than doubled since last
vear as 9th graders; 11th graders are alreardy working out what they need
to take to graduate in time, and 12th graders, our experienced crew, are
hoasting a soon-to-be graduating class of 102 seniors. It is an exeiting
vear, indeed,

Our Guidance team has already started meeting with vour sons and
danghters on an individual basis to assess the credits of each to ensure
that thev are on the right track to meeting their graduation requirements.
We are scheduling appointments with students during their study hall
time to diseuss their remaining requirements as well as their college and
career aspirations. For those students who do not have a study hall,
lunchtime or afterschool meetings will be arranged. Whenever possible,
our counselors try to avoid disruptions to class times,

I would like to introduce you to our new Guidance team this year:

Mr. Carl Flanders will counsel our 10th graders (eflanders@isghd.org) ;
Mr, Carl Flanders, who is married to Tiffany Flanders, is the father
of two sons. He has been a teacher for 11 vears aivd an elected offieial
in the United States for 4. Mr. Flanders comes from a familv of
educators and is exciterd about the challenges brought from the
counselor’s office. “Dhahran High School is the best school in the
world for two reasons: Faculty and sturdents. It is a privileoe to work
with these extraordinaryv people on such a beautiful campus.” As the
10th grade counselor, Mr, Flanders expects 2008-200% to be DHS's
best vear ever!

Mrs. Meg Yorter is the 9th and 12th grade counselor (mporter@isgdh.org) ,
I am delighter to join the fine staff, outstanding students, and
wonderful families at Dhahran High School as Guidance Counselor for
Grade 9 and Grade 12 students (Mrs. Lewars and I are sharing Grade
125). My erducational background includes a Masters in Education —
Counseling anrd more vears than I'd like to state as teacher, assistant
prineipal, principal, and counselor, having worked in both the US, and
for the past nine vears, with International Sehools Group. In fact, as
many of you may know, I'm not actually “new”, I've just shiffed my
locale and current job responsibilities from Dhahran Elementary

continuation on page 3
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Middle School to Dhahran High School. While at the middle school, I was
responsible for Monday Club and the National Junior Honor Society, so have
known and enjoverd working with DHS students in those eapacities.

My personal background ineludes growing up in Aramco; boarding school at
Marvmount in Italv (the only choice as DHS did not vet exist); and then
university in Missouri and California. Mr. Torter and I met in 8t. Louis and
he whisked me off to San Luis Obispo, California...still our home of recortl.
We have been blesserd with four (now grown) sons: Jason (and his wife Nirda,
son NongDvl), Damien (and his wife Tina, daughters Makena and Kailani),
Conor, anrd Kellen. Conor, Cal State U, Monterey Bay, and Kellen, UCLA,
were fortunate enough to graduate from DHS (2001 and 2004 respectivelv),
and found both their eduecation and their life experience in the Middle East
transformational,

I knew from “next door"” that Dhahran High School was an execellent school. I
continue to be so impressed with this fine school, the dedication of the faculty
and staff, and the students who are, without a doubt, some of the "best
students in the world.” (see campus tunnel) I look forward to getting to know
these young men and women better, and to the honor of assisting them in their
journey to adulthood.

aivl T am the 11th and 12th grade counselor. I’lease feel free to contaet us by
email or by calling us at J30-0555 ext.2408. Ms. Mi-Ann Carasig, our Guidance
Secretary, is also available to assist you and our students.

We look forward to working with vour sons and danghters, our fine students
here at DHS.
Sincerely,
Mona Lewars, Counselor

Dates to Remember

The following upcoming exams will be administered on campus. I’lease make note of the registration
deardlines and see vour connselor about any questions regarding these tests,

Test Test Date Registration Deadline Where to Register
BEATTorIl October 18th September Oth www.collegeboard.com (Online)
SAT I orII November 1st September 26th

I'SAT/NMBSQT® October 15th All 10th and 11th graders will be registered by DHS*

ACT October 25th September 19th www.act.org (Online)

*More information will follow in next month's Heatwave,















